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€€ A lot of the
prisoners can’t .
cope with the
constant
lockdown. They
deteriorate
mentally. 55

- — Ojore N. Lutalo,

who has been in
solitary since 1986

e s R SR s

classes 'and group activities among
prisoners remained curtailed.
Upset -about the change in con-
ditions, about 200 inmates met in
an exercise yard to consider a pro-
test. Though the inmates said they

. ronched no annsensus. the meeting

led prison administrators to
counter the chance of further trou-
ble by segregating their leaders.

Alan R. Hoffman, then the su-
perintendent of the Trenton pris-
on; said the unit was established to
thwart a “minority of people who
are going to stir the pot all the
time.” In October 1976, the in-
mates lost a lawsuit challenging
the fairness of the establishment
of the unit when a federal judge
said the MCU was a legal way to
keep order in the prison.

MCUs have existed at other
prisons. During the 1980s, Cubans
who came to the United States in
the Mariel boat lift and were later
convicted of crimes were placed in
MCUs in Trenton, at Bayside
State State Prison in Leesburg,
and at East Jersey State Prison in
Woodbridge because officials
feared they planned violent dem-
onstrations.

Other states-have similar units,
said Robert B. Levinson, special
projects manager for the American
Correctional Association. “This
type of management of disruptive
inmates is not unusual,” Levinson
said. o
~ But human rights groups are

" worried about the sptread of “pris-

ons within prisons” such as the
MCU. Human Rights Watch, a
group that monitors prison condi-
tions around the world, calls the
trend “Marionization,” after a fed-
eral prison in Illinois where more
than 300 inmates live in-solitary
confinement.

Today, New Jersey’s only MCU
is at New Jersey State, a prison
that houses 2,200 of the state’s.
most troublesome inmates —
those with severe mental prob-
lems, the severely ill, those consid-
ered escape risks, and those start-
ing long prison terms. The
emphasis is on security and order.
After the 1990 assaults, Beyer or-
dered all guards to wear riot gear
when they deal with groups of in-
mates.

The MCU’s four cellblocks are
of standard prison design: each
has two levels of 12 cells, arranged
in an L shape. The cells face a
large open area with tables.

One noticeable feature is that
the table area is enclosed by chain-
link fencing. Beyer calls these
“multipurpose activity modules.”
The inmates call them cages, and
they have refused to use them for
group meals or recreation, which
they would be allowed one or two
evenings a week.’

- for fear of radical ideologies

“I¢’s degrading,” said Lu-
mumba. “It’s something for dogs.”
So the inmates eat in their cells,
and forgo the chance to leave the
cells for socializing or playing
cards or chess. o

MCU inmates are allowed five
hours of outdoor recreation and
two visits each week. Like other
inmates, they are allowed. to have
radios and TV sets in their cells; -
some have typewriters or personal
computers, which they use to write
political pamphlets or to prepare
appesls of their convictions.

Inmates say the MCU is much

‘quieter than other prison housing.

Reading is a popular pastime.
Roberts said he's had time to read
books he wouldn’t have gotten to
outside of prison, including politi-
cal tracts by Thomas Hobbes and
Adam Smith, as well as Sidney
Sheldon novels. “Generally, the
men they commit to this unit have
pretty good minds,” he said.

The inmates’ mail, magazines,
and books are censored for ideas
prison officials deem dangerous.
Lutalo, who does not belong to the
ANU, has had copies of Soldier of
Fortune magazine and books on
firearms and paramilitary training
confiscated. Other censored mate-
rials seem more innocuous — such
as an ANU pamphlet .on African
history, and newsletters of radical
political groups. ,

What's wrong with segregating
violent criminals on the basis of
their political and religious be-
liefs?

«I think it is a central threat to
human rights,” said Bonnie Ker-
ness, who works in the New Jersey
office of the American Friends
Service Committee, the social ac-
tion arm of the Quaker church.
“It’s arbitrary state power, and
there is nothing anybody can do
about it. There is something fun-
damentally- wrong with that.”

“A good number of these guys
are going to be let out, and we are
going to have to deal with them,”
said Bomse. “If you treat some-
body like an animal, does it sur-
prise you that he doesn’t treat peo-
ple like humans when he gets out
of prison?”

Beyer said that since the MCU
curbs violence, he is not worried

about the complaints of inmate

advocates. “We will keep it open
and filled as long as the need is
there and continues to exist,” he
said. “Just like out on the street,
there are a few bad apples that
have to be dealt with.”



